A Study on the Blended Teaching of Foreign Language in China from the Perspective of Ecology —— A Visualized Analysis Based on CiteSpace

It has been 15 years since the theories in ecology had been introduced to foreign language education in China. Researches from the ecological perspective on blended teaching of foreign language are also thriving as the educational technologies are ever enhanced. In this study, the related CNKI literatures from 2010-2020 were collected, and CiteSpace was employed to carry out the review for the exploration of the research hotspots, trends and limitations in this area. The results showed that, 1. in China, the main methods to realize the blended teaching are flipped classroom and Moocs; 2. a majority of the macroscopic researches are conducted to build an ecological mode for college English and higher vocational English while the microscopic researches are for teachers’ and students’ ecological niches; 3. with the advent of “Internet+” age, researches in China will march on to the“smart”ecology of blended foreign language education.; 4. though the studies involved in diverse directions, there are limitations in this field due to a late start. In the future, researchers with a better understanding of the theories in both ecology and foreign language education should try not only theoretical studies but also empirical studies that cover all forms of foreign language education in China, so as to promote the generalizability.
