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Abstract: The recent decade in China has witnessed the nation-wide enrollment expansion of business English majors, who are mainly categorized as either four-year undergraduates or three-year vocational college learners. However there exists a scarcity of research on this growing cohort of tertiary learners. The aim of this pilot survey study was twofold: investigating the current situation of business English majors’ learning orientation (including intrinsic regulation, integrated regulation, identified regulation, introjected regulation and external regulation) and perceived social support (academic and emotional support respectively from teachers, peers and parents); and examining the relationship between their learning orientation and perceived social support. Participants were 229 business English majors from three local tertiary institutions in Taiyuan city. It was found that participants did not demonstrate strong learning orientation, though intrinsic regulation and identified regulation were relatively higher than other three types of regulation. Results of t-tests showed that four-year undergraduates were significantly more motivated to learn than three-year vocational college learners. Emotional support was perceived generally higher than academic support; teachers were deemed the prime resource of social support, while parents ranked the lowest both in academic and emotional support. In other words, teacher emotional support was reported the highest while parent academic support the lowest among the six types of social support. However, parent academic support was found most strongly correlated with learning orientation, which was further echoed by the findings from regression analysis that parent academic support made the strongest unique contribution to explaining the variance in learning orientation. Teacher academic support was also found statistically predictive of learning orientation, particularly in the intrinsic regulation, identified regulation and external regulation. 
