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 Axis of Reflection:  Education as a Life Skill 
Title of the Paper: Education as a Life Skill in the 21 th Century. Finding Critical Thinking, Innovation, Social and Cross-Cultural Skills in the Algerian Educational System 
Abstract:

The status of Education in English , language of success as many called it ,  nowadays gives it the merit to redefine the role of its teachers internationally from a mere lessons deliverer and direct instructor into a skillful , facilitator, mediator, guide, mentor and trainer who provides the learner with a new-fangled skills and roles in life. In this respect, foreign languages and education should be delivered as life skills which help to develop in the EFL learner multidimensional skills as thinking skills (creativity, imagination, problem solving, decision making, self-knowledge, critical thinking, assessing and analyzing information), learning skills (agility and adaptability, receiving and giving feedback, handing criticism, innovation, exploration, learner autonomy),working skills (communication, collaboration, cooperation),people management, time management, organization, negotiating ,leading by influence) and social skills (citizenship, social responsibility, cultural awareness, social development, respecting diversity and networking). This paper aims at redefining and rethinking the aim behind opening schools; it aims as well at exploring the multidimensional skills the school should provide to be applied in real situations (A particular focus will be on  Higher College for Teacher Training in Constantine, Algeria). 
The paper’s assumption can be stated as follows: unless new methods, approaches and techniques are not applied, education and English teaching/learning cannot meet its objectives and life competencies and skills cannot be achieved; education will not provide the positive alternative to prisons and opened schools will not help closing prisons accordingly. Initial findings of the paper show that education and actors within schools and Universities are urgently required to rethink and redefine their roles in this changing time. Thus, the pertinent recommendation from this study is to enhance rethinking methods of teaching, learning, pedagogy forward towards helping the development of education and its mechanism in different schools  to develop in people life.
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Pertinent Quotes:

“Students need to become comfortable with evaluating their own work, and the work of others…Learner autonomy isn’t about giving up control of the classroom; it’s about helping your students take control of their own learning”

Lara Storton, Author, Skillful

“Educators should use competencies and 21 st century thinking skills to encourage students to work with their own insights and see information in a variety of ways; while helping them to develop their abilities, skills, knowledge and values and put them to use in social, work, personal environments”

Anita Heald, Next Move author

“It is hard for most teachers to translate ‘relationship skills’ into classroom lessons and activities, whereas it is much easier to deal with ’caring’, ‘cooperation’, or ‘fairness’ as discrete, teachable virtues”

Kagan, S,Kyle,P,Scott.Win-Win Discipline Problems.San Clemente.CA:Kagan Publishing,2004.
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