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ABSTRACT
Addition is the first maths skill to which most students are introduced.  They tend to encounter it well before kindergarten and the importance of mastering the skill at as early an age as possible cannot be over-emphasised. The ability to add numbers gives children a framework for learning mathematics, initially in kindergarten and, subsequently in primary or elementary school. The aim of this paper is to examine the impact exerted by an experiential learning on students’ level of academic performance on addition problems.
This study arises out of research in a school where the majority of students, aged between seven and nine, had experienced substantial difficulty in problem-solving in mathematics. The study was designed to discover why such a large body of students had so many difficulties in solving what, to their peers elsewhere, might be seen as simple arithmetic problems well within their capabilities. 

In the study, 27 students were presented with a few simple arithmetic problems in order to ascertain and understand the difficulties which the teachers had indicated their students were encountering in learning mathematics. The problems involved stories in which a quantity was increased by or combined with a certain quantity to form a total. Simple addition or subtraction could solve each problem. The quantities involved small natural numbers not exceeding 20. 

The findings disclosed a number of problems on math language in both procedural and conceptual knowledge. Our results derived  that fostering experiential learning strategies favors the students’ understanding of theoretical concepts and leads to the attainment of superior performance. The study could help the teachers understand the symptoms of the poor performance and the reasons for it so that they could then design a suitable remedial programme.
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