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Abstract
This study arose from research conducted in a school where students aged seven to nine struggled to solve mathematical problems. 27 students were given a few simple arithmetic problems and then individually interviewed to determine and comprehend the difficulties that their teachers had indicated their students were experiencing when learning mathematics. The problems' stories involved a quantity being increased by or combined with another quantity to form a total. The quantities were small natural numbers that did not exceed 20. The study's goal was to find how children make sense of their problems. The findings revealed a number of problems with mathematics learning. The results were derived from the different ways in which the students understood the word problems, the relationship between the word problems and real-life experience, the relationship between real-life experience and mathematical knowledge, and the integration of word problems, world experience, and mathematical knowledge. Teachers may wish to observe how students work and verify their answers in order to better understand their thinking. The usefulness of word problems in school can be realized only if students' understanding of a particular situation can be elicited, enriched, or embellished with their experience before that experience can be re-examined in light of the theory that is applied to the real-life situation.


