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INTRODUCTION   
The scourge called 'street children‘ brings to the mind the images of children  vending, sweeping, cleaning shoes, selling all sort of things, collecting garbage, but in ragged cloths. 
Roadways are what they have as bedrooms.
Some of them are involved in:
· drug peddling,
· pick pocketing, 
· prostitution,
· begging alms  
Others are children doing nothing but just loitering here and there in the streets.
According to the recent data, approximately 100 million children live on the streets of urban areas spread all over the world. They can be observed both in developed and developing countries, In practice, every city in the world has some street children, including the biggest and richest cities of the industrialized world according to UNICEF. 
STATISTICS 
Research made by the Journal of Adolescent Health showed Children reported leaving home when they were between 6 and 16 years of age and having lived on the streets for a period of days to, more frequently, years . On-the-street children tended to be younger than of-the-street children. These data suggest that on-the-street children may grow to be of-the-street youth.
However, data to support this is absent.
Boys were the most visible group on the street in low-and middle-income countries, constituting 
50% to 100% of study samples reviewed. Where reported, of-the-street boys were often significantly older than of-the-street girls. Boys had generally spent more years on the street than girls, whereas girls tended to have more contact with family. Girls may also be more amenable than boys to sleep in institutions, be living with relatives, be recruited into sex work, or be in “sugar daddy” relationships with older men, all of which may render them less visible.
STATISTICS 
Classification of Policy Approaches evident towards Street Children 
1. Correctional, reactive or repression-oriented model
Deviants - threats or potential threats to public order whose deficient characteristics 
differentiate them from other children assumed to be ‘normal’, inviting a repressive response to individual children
2. Rehabilitative or protection-oriented model
Victims - in which the deficient conditions of street life are emphasized, those whose basic rights to food, shelter, education and health are continuously violated, inviting a more protective approach towards the children in these situations 
3. Human-rights based model
Citizens whose rights have been violated - A group of people who are discriminated against and whose access to rights as citizens and as children are denied or unsecured by society. Medical based policies have also been proposed all geared to the social inclusion of these street children. But little to nothing has been done in all these areas especially in poor and middle-class countries.
REASONS FOR ACTION
Street children are among the most physically visible and vulnerable of all children, living and working on the roads and public squares of cities. Yet, paradoxically, they are also among the most 'invisible‘. They are deprived of vital services such as education and health-care, and protection.
They find themselves on the street for various reasons.
· Poverty
· Lost of one or both of their parents
· Accusation of witchcraft so they are rejected by their families
· Parents’ abusive behaviour, alcoholism, and joblessness
REASONS FOR ACTION
Structural factors that may be affecting these street children's health are:
· [image: ]Nutrition and Growth deficiency.
· Sexual and reproductive health
· Infectious diseases
· Unintentional injuries
· Substance use and abuse
· Health care
TARGET
[image: ]There are 3 categories of street children:
1. Children at risk- Poor working children, living at home but earning money on the streets for their families. They live on the street with their families and often work on the street. There may be children from migrated families, or temporarily migrated and are likely to go back to their homes.
2. [image: ]Children on the street - Children who spend a lot of their time on the street but have some family support and live at home on regular basis. They live on the street by themselves alone otherwise in groups and have remote access or contact with their families in the villages. Some children travel to the cities for the day or periods of time to work and then return to their villages
[image: ]3.Children of the street - They live and work on street and have no family support or contact. They have no links with families such as orphans, refugees and runaways.
Children of the second and third category are the most helpless as they are easy sufferers of abuse, misuse, maltreatment and exploitation. They are pushed into theft, prostitution gambling etc. for economic survival. 
Therefore we want to focus our actions on the second and third category of Children.







The social inclusion of the streetchildren impliesa series of actions that aims to make the street children feel accepted in the society. There's a big problem on hands and actions should start now.  There must be deliberate Programs to reintegrate street children into their communities. These programs need to be developed such that they are appropriate to local settings and recognize the universal human rights of children. 
➢ The provision of safe shelter must be a primary intervention to improve the health of the street children. Based on findings, interventions such as increased access to education for streetbased children, the regulation of access to inhalants, and the enforcement of laws protecting all children from physical and sexual abuse(as codified in the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child), must be implemented because they are tools to reduce the problem at hand. 
Street children’ resilience and need for independence to survive under particularly harsh circumstances should be recognized. However, it is also imperative to recognize the fiduciary responsibility and shared interest of communities at the local and global level to support these children in becoming productive and healthy adults.
The program ITF stands for IDENTIFICATION,TRAINING and FOLLOW-UP. ➢ IDENTIFICATION
Campaigns of identification of the street children will be organized at strategic places.
Various activities will be organized to entertain them. They also will be given the opportunity to share their stories and talk about what they want to do in life. Health check-up will be done and food will be shared. Then the children will potentially be oriented to NGOs and organisations that can host them. Families that are willing can contribuate by hosting the youngest children for some time.
· TRAINING
During their stay in the various places, training programs will be organised to teach the older children jobs 
(Hairdressing,painting,Tailoring,pedicuremanicure…). The youngest will attend special classes so that they can go back to school or just receive the least of education.
They will all be oriented to activities they are talented in. (Football,dancing,singing….)
· FOLLOW-UP
The children will be checked weekly then monthly to make sure the reintegration is effective.
The purpose of this stage is to complete the work started during the stage of identification and also to make the children feel the care and the love. Their emotional state will highly be impacted by this.
SOLUTION AND ACTIONS
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