
ABSTRACT
This presentation focuses on the changes and their rationale in the updated curricula for English Language for grades 1-9 of the elementary education in North Macedonia (2019/2021), with the presenter being part of the work team for its development. Considering these specific learners’ necessities, lacks and wants was the starting point for the development of the new curricula, linking together the learning outcomes with the grammar, lexis, discourse and functional structures of English. The learning outcomes were broken down into smaller and well specified performance objectives, which is especially useful for monitoring and assessing learners’ progress. The skills (subskills), strategies and activities clearly met the course goals, following a linear progression, i.e. sequencing of steps, in regards to the language items, reminiscent of the ‘waterfall ‘model of a course’s design (the output of one stage becomes the input of the next). It is this progression and its rationale that will be discussed. These curricula have been systematically developed and follow a well-researched basis, grounded in a theoretical framework. Additionally, the constraints on the design of the curricula will be examined (such as why a negotiated syllabus would never work), as well as the areas for future improvement and further adaptation. All the curricula have allowed for variety and flexibility in their application, which will suit the broad contexts of elementary education in North Macedonia.
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