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Abstract

The virtual learning model has been touted as a revolutionary method of teaching. With the current pandemic that restricts face to face meeting, virtual learning becomes an essential platform to teaching, learning and engagement. Virtual learning can take many forms including hybrid, and blended learning. Blended learning is an instructional methodology, a teaching and learning approach that combines face-to-face classroom methods with computer mediated activities to deliver instruction. It allows students to reflect and pace their learning. Virtual learning also improves engagement level through meaningful learning activities and interactions.  Educators believe that learning improves when students are engaged, and learning tends to suffer when students are disengaged. While the concept of student engagement may seem straightforward, it can take complex forms in practice. Educators have adopted various strategies to improve student engagement in classroom. This study looks at the effectiveness of adopting virtual learning of foreign languages. The research question is; how effective is the virtual learning in promoting and improving student engagement. The study involves students being exposed to different teaching strategies namely the virtual learning,  blended  learning model and the traditional teaching model in which teaching is primarily conducted in class, during a face-face session. The success of the virtual learning model is measured through survey questions and performance in assessments. The objective of the study is to ascertain to what extent does virtual learning promotes the concept of student engagement. It is found that students who are exposed to a virtual learning environment are more prepared for learning in class, participates more in class activities and performs better in assessments. This in turns promotes better student engagement in terms of their degree of attention, curiosity, interest and optimism. 
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