Cambridge English Learning Resources ”Cambridge.org” 
as A Platform for Students’ Guided and Non Guided Learning

Ardi Marwan
State Polytechnic of Pontianak, Indonesia
ardirini@yahoo.com

Abstract

The research seeks to promote the use of Cambridge.org as an English learning platform. This platform is selected because it provide a wide variety of free resources which students can access. The subjects of this research are vocational higher institution students majoring in electrical, electronics and informatics engineering. They receive English lesson once a week where each meeting is lasting for 90 – 180 minutes over a period of 2 semesters from a total of 6 or 8 semesters of study. This research argues that in order that students would be proficient in English when they graduate, they need to engage with English actively either during the class hours or outside the formal English lesson time. More importantly, they need to be consistent and persistent is their learning even if they receive no English lesson for certain semesters. In short, this research aims to introduce and provide a learning platform which students can use independently. Data were collected with semi-structured interview and journal writing and were analyzed using a thematic analysis approach. Findings revealed that participants considered this learning platform as a powerful tool as it could be accessed by students with different English proficiency, include materials for various skills and provide opportunity for sustaining English learning. Furthermore, the platform also provided information for teachers which they could use for their professional development. In summary, this Cambridge open learning resource is highly recommended for use by English learners and teachers particularly in the context where English is not adequately weighted in the curriculum. 
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