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Abstract
This article aims to review the situation of English education in Thailand at the present. Thailand has put much effort to develop the English proficiency of Thai people all along. Even if numerous reforms in education, policies, and initiatives concerning English language teaching have been launched to develop the English speaking abilities of the Thai, progress has been slow. Thai’s English proficiency remains ranked amongst the lowest, which is opposed to the government’s attempt from the past to the present. As globalization has accelerated due to transportation and technological advances, English has occupied a major role in international communication. Using English as a medium of instruction has also been a goal of the Thai government. However, no matter how hard the previous and current governments have tried to improve Thai people’s English competence, it seems Thai people’s proficiency is always behind. This article discusses why Thai people remain incompetent in English and what the factors impeding Thailand to use English as a medium of instruction are. In addition, strategies that might help Thailand overcome the English language fallacy and become a country of English-mediated instruction are proposed.

